
"In Memory was very healing for me. �e opportunity 
to say my Dad's name and to honor him in this way 
gave me the closure that I needed to lay him to rest 

within my heart."

Stephanie Aratea, daughter of In Memory Honoree 
Cleburne E. Atwell

“"I traveled with a heavy heart to the In Memory 
ceremony. I sat next to another wife before the start 
and we totally connected. Living and losing so very 

much, having to deal with moving forward. We held 
hands and cried, supporting each other. I le� my 

sadness on the knoll, overlooking �e Wall,  I came 
away with a peacefulness that I haven't had in a 

long time."

Diane Dorothy Parisi, wife of In Memory Honoree 
John Frank Parisi

�e Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund (VVMF) is 
the nonpro�t organization that founded the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial (�e Wall) in 
Washington, D.C., in 1982.  VVMF is THE 

organization that partners with the National Park 
Service to maintain and care for �e Wall, �e 

�ree Servicemen statue, �agpole, and In Memory 
plaque.

VVMF’s mission is to honor and preserve the 
legacy of service in America and educate all 

generations about the impact of the Vietnam War 
and era. We honor the service of all, preserve the 
memory of those who died during the war and 

since returning home, and educate all generations 
about the lasting impact of the war.  

As a 501(c)(3) nonpro�t organization with NO 
government funding, VVMF’s programs, 

ceremonies and education e�orts are dependent 
upon your generous donations. Help us achieve 

our vision of ensuring a society in which all who 
have served and sacri�ced in our nation’s Armed 

Forces are properly honored.  Please consider 
making a donation by going to www.vvmf.org or 

calling 202-393-0090.
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ABOUT THE IN MEMORY PROGRAM HOW TO APPLY TO THE PROGRAM

�e application process is simple.  To have a 
loved one honored in the In Memory program, 
please visit VVMF online at:

www.VVMF.org/InMemory_Apply

All you need to do is �ll out the simple form 
but you will need the following materials:

Military Records that show proof of service 
in Vietnam (Form DD214)

A copy of the death certi�cate

Two clear photographs of the honoree (we 
recommend that one photo be from when 
the honoree was serving in the military 
and one photo that is more recent)

Military service records can be obtained from 
the National Archives Veterans Service 
Records. Visit www.archives.gov and click on 
“Veterans’ Service Records”

If you have any questions regarding the In 
Memory application, please contact VVMF at 
InMemory@vvmf.org.

�e plaque that honors these veterans was dedicated as 
part of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 2004. It 
reads:  In Memory of the men and women who served in 
the Vietnam War and later died as a result of their 
service. We honor and remember their sacri�ce.

An In Memory Day ceremony is held each year on the 
National Mall. Family members and friends of current 
honorees – as well as all past honorees – are invited to 
say their loved one’s name in a touching ceremony on 
the East Knoll of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

In Memory began in 1999 and has since honored more 
than 2,800 veterans. �e In Memory Honor Roll has a 
remembrance page for each veteran and can be seen 
online at www.vvmf.org/honor-roll. 

"�is was one of the most amazing things that I have 
ever done in my life. My daughter and grandchildren 
attended with me. It was something that I will never 

forget. I feel that my husband would be proud of us for 
honoring him."

Deborah Laughman, wife of In Memory Honoree 
Ronald Richard Laughman
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VVMF’s In Memory program honors 
Vietnam veterans whose lives were cut short 
as a result of their service in Vietnam, but are 
not eligible for inscription on �e Wall under 
Department of Defense guidelines. In 
Memory is a way that all Vietnam veterans 
can be honored on the National Mall. 

Examples of causes of death that �t the 
criteria for inclusion in the program include: 

Exposure to Agent Orange

PTSD/suicide

Cancer

Diabetes

Heart Disease

Parkinson’s Disease


