
 

 

HOW TO TALK ABOUT THE IN MEMORY PROGRAM 

What is In Memory? 

In Memory is a VVMF program that honors Vietnam veterans whose lives were cut 
short as a result of their service in Vietnam, but are not eligible for inscription on The 
Wall under Department of Defense guidelines. 

 

Who is VVMF? 

VVMF is the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund – the nonprofit organization the built 
The Wall in Washington, D.C. in 1982 and continues to care for The Wall and preserve 
the legacy of those inscribed on it. VVMF leads the way in honoring America’s Vietnam 
veterans and educating current generations about the impact of the Vietnam War and 
era. In Memory is a way that VVMF can honor all Vietnam veterans on the National 
Mall. 

 

What is the history of the In Memory program? 

No one knew when the Vietnam War ended, that veterans and their families would 
continue to feel the effects and die as a result of their service. The In Memory program 
began in 1999 out of the need to find a way to recognize these veterans. To date, more 
than 2,800 veterans have been honored. 

 

Who is eligible?  

Veterans who served in Vietnam and died after returning home. Examples of causes of 
death that fit the criteria for inclusion in the program include:  exposure to Agent 
Orange, suicide, cancer, diabetes and heart attack.  

 

  



How do I apply and what is the deadline for 2017? 

The application process is simple. To honor a loved one, you only need to submit the 
veteran’s DD214 to show their proof of service in Vietnam, a copy of their death 
certificate and a photograph. The application deadline is March 3, 2017. The 
application can be found online at: www.vvmf.org/inmemory 

 

When and where is the ceremony? 

The In Memory Day ceremony is held each year in June on the National Mall. The 2017 
ceremony is scheduled to be held on June 17, 2017.  Family members and friends of 
current honorees – as well as all past honorees – are invited to participate and say their 
loved one’s name in a touching ceremony on the East Knoll of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial. To see last year’s ceremony – visit:  www.vvmf.org/in-memory-video-2016 

 

Is there a permanent plaque/recognition on the grounds of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington, D.C.? 

Yes, the In Memory plaque was dedicated as part of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
2004. It reads:  In Memory of the men and women who served in the Vietnam War and 
later died as a result of their service. We honor and remember their sacrifice. 

 

How do I access the online honor roll? Would my loved one be on there? 

All of the more than 2,800 veterans who have been honored through the program have 
a personal page online where photos and remembrances can be posted. The In Memory 
Honor Roll can be accessed online at www.vvmf.org/honor-roll. The 2017 honorees will 
be posted within 60 days of the 2017 ceremony. 

 

Why aren’t these veterans added to The Wall? Who decides? 

The Department of Defense makes the decisions on who is/isn’t added to The Wall. To 
see if you may be eligible to be on The Wall, please contact your service branch. More 
information can be found at:  www.vvmf.org/adding-a-name 
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Is there a charge/who pays for this? 

The In Memory program is made possible by the generous contributions of VVMF 
supporters. It’s free to have your loved one honored. You only need to pay for your 
travel if you choose to travel to the ceremony. If you would like to make a contribution 
to help support the In Memory program, please go to:  www.vvmf.org/inmemory and 
click on the red “donate to In Memory” button. 

 

Testimonials from past In Memory Day ceremony participants: 

• “The In Memory ceremony is really a healing ceremony for veteran’s families. 
Our veterans gave so much to their country and deserve to be honored. To share 
memories and acknowledge each other’s suffering gives families validation that 
their loved ones are not forgotten. Thank you for giving us the opportunity to 
honor our loved ones in this public ceremony.” 

• “My brother was finally recognized for having served and given his life to his 
country. When I heard his name read aloud with those other beautiful souls, it 
took my breath away.” 
 

The most current information on In Memory can always be found at:  
www.vvmf.org/inmemory. 
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