
 

 
 
 
 

THE HONORABLE RAY LA HOOD 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation 

 

Ray LaHood became the 16th Secretary of Transportation on January 23, 2009. 

As Secretary of Transportation, LaHood leads an agency with more than 55,000 
employees and a $70 billion budget that oversees air, maritime and surface transportation 
missions.  

Secretary LaHood said he would bring President Obama’s priorities to the department 
and see them effectively implemented with a commitment to fairness across regional and 
party lines and between people who come to the issues with different perspectives. 

Before becoming Secretary of Transportation, LaHood served for 14 years in the U.S. 
House of Representatives from the 18th District of Illinois (from 1995-2009).  During 
that time, he served on the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee and, after 
that, on the House Appropriations Committee.  Prior to his election to the House, he 
served as chief of staff to U.S. Congressman Robert Michel, whom he succeeded in 
representing the 18th District, and as district administrative assistant to Congressman 
Thomas Railsback.  He also served in the Illinois state legislature. 

Before his career in government, Secretary LaHood was a junior high school teacher, 
having received his degree from Bradley University in Peoria, Illinois.  He was also 
director of the Rock Island County Youth Services Bureau and chief planner for the Bi-
States Metropolitan Planning Commission in Illinois. 

 


