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VVMF LAUNCHES NATIONAL MOVEMENT TO HONOR THE LOCAL  HEROES
WHO DIED DURING THE VIETNAM WAR
Visitors to The Wall That Heals Are Asked to Bititptos to be Used in a New
Education Center Being Built in Washington, D.C.

Washington, D.C. —The Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund (VVMF) is askingjtors toThe
Wall That Healsto help gather photos of the more than 58,000viddals whose names are
inscribed on the Vietham Veterans Memorial in Wagton, D.C., said Jan Scruggs, VVMF
founder and president. The photos will be usedhi Education Center at The Wall, an
underground learning facility being built on thetidaal Mall in Washington, D.C.

The Education Center will show the faces and ksl gtories of those who served in Vietnam,
as well as celebrate the values embodied by semiembers who have served in all of
America’s wars. The images are being collectedaftarger-than-life Wall of Faces that will
show, on their birthdays, photos of those who dietemain missing from the Vietnam War.

Visitors to VVMF's traveling replicaThe Wall That Healswill be able to contribute their
photos onsiteThe Wall That Heals equipped with a scanner, so friends, family mersiland
veterans do not have to part with their cherisheatqs, but can have them scanned while they
wait. People contributing photos will also be eneged to fill out a form that will allow them
to provide more information on the person whoset@litey are contributing, as well as offer a
remembrance of that person.

Visitors who want to contribute photos later maysaadby visitingwww.buildthecenter.orgnd
uploading the photo and submission form from theine computers.

All photos and remembrances contributed in thisgn@ots collection effort will be shared on
the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund websiteyw.vvmf.org where a Virtual Wall allows
visitors to search for the names of loved ones dosing the war, find information on them,
post photos and share remembrances. When the kEdu€snter at The Wall is built, these
photos and remembrances will be used to tell theest of the more than 58,000 Americans
who made the ultimate sacrifice for their countgminding all visitors of the true cost of war
and of the dreams that remain unfulfilled becaddees cut tragically short in Vietnam.
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“The Education Center is a natural outgrowth ofgbals VVMF had when we built The Wall
in 1982,” said Scruggs, who is leading the natiaffdrt to build the Education Center. “Back
then, we wanted to remember their names. Now, &e &hnt to remember their faces and
learn the stories of the remarkable men and wontendied serving their country.”

The Education Center at The Wall will be built inagtington, D.C., near the Vietnam and
Lincoln Memorials. In addition to the Wall of Facéise Education Center will showcase some
of the more than 150,000 items that have beeratédihe Wall in tribute since 1982, and it will
provide special exhibits to highlight the servicedasacrifices of different groups and
individuals. There will also be displays about kitory of the Vietham War and The Wall.

Gen. Colin L. Powell, USA (Ret.), is the honoratyacman of the campaign to build the
Education Center at The Wall. Approximately $85limil will be needed to build the Center.
VVMF has received donations from corporations, orgations, veterans groups and
individuals, including the lead gift from Time Wam Anyone interested in learning more
about the Education Center or making a contributian visitwww.buildthecenter.or@r call
1-866-990-WALL.

Established in 1979, the Vietham Veterans Memdfiahd is dedicated to preserving the
legacy of the Vietham Veterans Memorial in WasloingtD.C., promoting healing and
educating about the impact of the Vietham War. hduted by Congress, its most recent
initiative is building The Education Center at Th¢all, an underground facility near the
Memorial that is designed to help visitors seeftees and discover the stories of those named
on The Wall. Other Memorial Fund initiatives inceuéducational programs for students and
teachers, a traveling Wall replica that honors mation's veterans and six ceremonies each
year at The Wall to honor and remember those wheeden Vietnam.

#H#



