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VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL FUND

RAM CHAVEZ
Retired educator and Vietnam veteran

Ram Chavez of Corpus Christi, Texas, joined the. W®ny in April 1967 and, after bas
training, was assignetb the Medical Training Cent at Fort Sam HoustorTexas, where he
trained to become medic. By September, he was on his way to Vietnahere he we assigned
to the 199th Light Infantry Briga. He served first with A Company and then D Compai”
Battalion, 13" Infantry.

Chavez was awarded the Bronze Star with a “V” falov for his actions on Feb. 23, 196
when hesaved the lives of two Americans and retrieved addé.S. soldier while under ener
fire.

As he was wrapping up his tour of duty in May 1968,decided to join a truck convey on
way out in order to helthe battalin surgeon set up the aid station at the next feebéhis wa:
to be his last duty on the way home. But, on Malebwas helping with the wounded at the
station when he saw thmdyof the man who had replaced him comeGhave had to go back.
That night, he was wounded during an ambush, bntiraeed to work and saved the life
another soldierHe earned the Silver Star for his actions that Baythe citation was lost, and
would be 40 years before Ram Chavez was aw. the Silver Star for gallantry under fi

Chavez had a love for music that continued for dmniire life. After he returned home frc
Vietnam, he taught music educal at the junior and senior high school l¢, earned his
master’'s degree in school adistration and then becan®g middle school administrator.
addition, he served his community in a variety afys; most recently estaff director of the
Texas Senate Committee for Veteran Affairs andtiyi Installations under trchairmanship of
Texas Sen. Carlos F. Truan.

As a young musician, Chavefayed with name bands of the Coastal Bend of Soeta:. Later
on, he founded the Veterans Band of Corpus Chhiihas served asresident, chairman or
commander of many organizations in the musild, the veterars community and thilocal
community.



